
                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 
 

 

Friday 12th February 2021 

 

Hello all 

 

Crikey, the end of Term 3 and we have survived a term under lockdown and have come out 

on the other side. What a challenging few weeks it has been for everyone, but what a 

triumph too. Bravo!  

 
I guess like us at school, you are happy to see half term. We must all now look forward to a 

week of rest and recuperation and recharge our batteries so that we can plunge ourselves 

into Term 4 with energy and a ‘spring’ in our step. The staff positive case this morning was not 

the way we intended on ending the term of course. I am very sorry to those parents who 

have been inconvenienced today and I hope that those of you who were disappointed at 

the late notice of school closure will understand what procedures I had to employ this 

morning. As I have said, children do not have to isolate, they are safe. School is in the process 

of having a deep clean – it is a blessing that it is half term next week. The next few days will 

see staff holding our breath in isolation, awaiting PCR results and Lateral Flow results on 

Monday. This will be another holiday period for some being in isolation – how’s our luck? The 

10-day period will end on Sunday 21st, ready for school as planned on 22nd February. 

 
Make me Smile: The preparation for and execution of this by you all have been fabulous. I 

have enjoyed seeing the work and images sent in – it has been uplifting. Well done and 

‘Thank You’. Kate S, your photos for the poster were exceptional. Thank you Mrs Duffy, our 

ambassadors and you at home, you have certainly made us smile today. 

 
Assembly: It has been very disappointing to not be able to deliver an assembly today. As I 

said this morning, our internet here would not support that at all and I didn’t want a disaster 

on my hands. So, I have left it to the pros to do their class/base assemblies. As well as 

celebrate the term and our children, I was going to talk about Valentine’s Day, so I thought I 

would do so here instead. 

 
Sunday sees the arrival of Valentine’s Day. Now, I do not purport to being a fan of what I 

think is enforced and saccharin commercialism (I know, I’m a miserable old whatsit) but this 

year, I feel very differently about it. I guess this is because I have not been into any shops 

because of lockdown and so have been spared the red and pink hanging tissue (ironically 

fragile) hearts festooning aisles and the groaning walls of chocolate hearts hanging on for 

dear life before the Easter eggs catapult them off the shelves for another year. The internet is 

full of ideas about how one should celebrate a ‘Lockdown Valentine’s’ – more pressure to 

spend cash and opportunities to disappoint a hopeful partner methinks. 

Valentine’s Day this year must surely be an opportunity to appreciate our loved ones in these 

trying times; to be grateful for the ‘mundane’ acts of daily love and care that is bestowed 

upon us by people close to us even if they do get on our wick now and again – the cuppa in 

the morning, the winks, the putting out of the bin, the help, the laughter, the watching of a 

film in contented silence… I don’t know, it’s got to be a chance to stop and say a 

meaningful “Thank you” and “Love ya” to someone close and make them smile! 

 
CBGs and Badges: Many congratulations to our CBG winners. We have a massive haul for 

our gorgeous Foundation Stagers today. We will keep the originals and the badges in school 

for the time being, but virtual ones are heading your way.  
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Bronze badge: Maggie W, Felix B, George B, Arlo H, Lennon K, Seth P, Charlotte B, Noah O'D, 

Dylan W, Fern BT, Emily M, Phoebe W, Milan G 

50 CBGs: Siena R, Max F, Jayden D 

Silver badge: Lily G, Henry C, Sophia K, Daisy S 

70 CBGs: Anthony E, Danila S, Grace S 

80 CBGs: James W, Angel T, Alani F 

Gold badge: Yousuf H 

100 CBGs: Georgia S 

110 CBGs: Lucie T, Finley McF, Lacey B 

Platinum badge: Reuben P, Laura S, Charlie H, Annie K, Mia Tr, Lilly H 

130 CBGs: Oliver G, Jessica W 

140 CBGs: Kayla B, Hugh H 

Book: Amelie H 

160 CBGs: Ollie McG 

170 CBGs: Poppy C 

Amethyst badge: Rose B 

190 CBGs: Amandine S 

Topaz badge: James S 

300 CBGs – the ultimate recognition…all to be revealed Miss Lauren B – congratulations. 

 

A Grange Pen goes to Mia Tr for really excellent handwriting.  

 

Showing the Grange Way out of school: Well done to... 

 

Archie and Annie K… for having remained committed to their local gym's Junior Boot Camp 

for a couple of years now, including via Zoom, and for helping them survive successive 

lockdowns by supporting their fundraising campaign. 

 

Lola H… for receiving the Tadmarton Heath Golf Club’s Junior Scholarship award, which 

recognises her outstanding attitude, attendance and progression during the last 12 months. 

 

Youth Sport Trust Gold Award: Mrs Smith-Child has led us once again to a Gold Award. Under 

COVID restrictions, this is no mean feat. Well done staff and children, that’s a whole lot more 

meaningful this time around. 

 

Challenges this term: There have been a few. Having closed for one day as a result of COVID 

since last March is not a bad effort. The ICT capacity in families has kept us busy but it’s been 

very rewarding to support and help families at home. Distributing laptops as well as dongles 

and internet codes has been a mammoth task – we are still distributing devices daily. We 

received 18 devices from the DfE which helped – but they arrived very late in the day. The 

laptops and tablets that we have distributed are on the whole, school laptops – I made the 

decision to loan them to families as I felt it morally wrong that they were lying dormant in 

school whilst children could not access learning. Some very good quality devices have been 

very kindly donated through two sources – giving us ten extra devices to distribute. 45 

devices have been sent home so far along with 3 dongles and internet codes for internet 

access to 4 homes. We are slightly short in school now, so we have put in an order for new 

laptops to cover that – they arrive after half term. 

 

Remote Learning packs will be available before the start of next term – we will let you know 

when they are ready for download. As for next term, we’ll start off where we left off; live 

lessons, remote learning and our present cohort in school. 

 

This term has again highlighted the dedication of teachers and schools to their pupils and 

wider communities.  

Families, you have been outstanding in every respect yet again and feedback through email 

and MS Teams messages is very positive and supportive.  



                                                                                                                                                  

To my staff team, you have been awesome – I know I have been demanding and I thank 

you for working so hard for our children and families. Your response rate to parents and 

children is so rapid, professional, and caring – I could not ask for more.  

Governors, your support has been immense as always.  

 

One last thing, I am delighted to announce in writing that Mrs Grant is expecting her second 

baby – due in July – great news and many congratulations Ness and Sam.  

Ms Connell has been appointed Lower Key Stage 2 Maternity Cover (for Mrs Barratt). She will 

start her new role after half term. I will update you on Mrs Barratt’s Mat Cover after half term 

(all in hand). 

 

One more last thing then; please stay safe and well. Have a great week and we’ll see you in 

person or virtually 22nd Feb. 

 

If there are any positive cases of COVID in your household, please inform me via the school 

email as soon as you know. 

 

Over n Out! 

 

 

 
Ms Boswell 

 

 

 

 

 


