
                                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 

 
Friday 26 March 2021 
 
Hello everyone 
 
All is good at The Grange – everyone is well and safe. The current weekly rate per 100,000 
population in Cherwell is the lowest in Oxfordshire as of 21 March 21 with 25.2. More and 
more staff are receiving their vaccination and we are having no reports of COVID in our 
families at present. We have been told by Public Health England that bubbles will continue 
and that there but be no loosening of restrictions in school. 
Attendance sits at 97.34% this week – over 2% above OCC primary school average; fabulous! 
 
It has been a great week in school with our children being on top form. Our teachers have 
been busy planning for Term 5’s topics and are excited to start a new term after the holiday. 
They have all been so animated and happy to have all the children back in school – their 
satisfaction and joy is tangible; as it has been in the children too. 
Foundation Stage have had a wonderful week learning about ‘Holi’; making the most of the 
outdoors to enjoy their activities – soaking up every opportunity to enjoy and learn. Felix V’s 
learning books are so impressive – was blown away by his efforts, congratulations on the birth 
of your baby Felix and family.  
It has been a treat to have Mrs Barratt back in this week and great for Ms Hancock to catch 
up with the KS1 team and Cropredy class.  
KS2 children have been ‘heads down’ – producing some lovely artwork and impressive 
writing inspired by Shakespeare’s Macbeth. Gracie B’s garden design is so beautiful and well-
judged, I am looking forward to seeing the rest of the design entries. 
 
Relationships: I talked to the whole school about the value of friendship and community in 
assembly yesterday. We are having a few fall-outs, niggles and short tempered outbursts – 
which is to be expected after lockdown whilst righting the balance occurs. We are doing a 
lot of work around this in school so that Term 5 starts with The Grange Way in constant view. 
Teachers are supporting their children in showing The Grange Way consistently and Mrs Duffy 
is flat out supporting families and children. It has been such a disturbed year for the children 
and they have come through it brilliantly – we are all so proud of them. 
 
All Together Award: Congratulations to our Anti Bullying Ambassadors for achieving the Silver 
Award during a time that has been so fractured and difficult to deliver the action plan. I am 
grateful that you have carried on your work during this time and applaud you for your 
magnificent efforts. 
 
Road Safety and Traffic: We are going to make a massive effort to improve the traffic volume 
and parking next term. We will also do work with the children on cycling and scootering at 
speed on pavements – especially in Marten Gate. Things are becoming increasingly 
treacherous out there and we need to look at ways to improve things. Our Year5/6 pupils 
have already started looking at safe ways to travel and being aware of pedestrians on 
pavements. 
 
Never a dull day: Chasewell Community Centre is having roofing repairs that start this 
Monday coming. Scaffolding is going up this weekend and Heras fencing will be installed 
around the community centre; blocking off access, part of the playground and our one way 
system. As a result, our current one-way system will be altered as of Monday and staff will be 
outside school directing you all. I am predicting a bottleneck near the FS gate so your 
patience and adherence of 2m distancing will be highly appreciated – many thanks in 
advance. 
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Our roof and hall changes (removal of posts and new internal windows): I have been told by 
OCC that it is all steam ahead May 31st and will be completed the end of August fingers 
crossed. 
 
Wrap Around Care: We are kicking this off straight after Easter. We will split the cohort into 
their school bubbles and ensure COVID restrictions are maintained. I know it’s early days but 
we have very few bookings currently – please book as soon as you can so that we can 
allocate staffing and purchase the correct quantities of food in good time – many thanks. 
 
Citizens of tomorrow: The Christy girls have been channelling their talents and creativity 
during March and have performed a song in Makaton daily. The family are members of 
Downs Syndrome Oxford that is a fabulous charity supporting people with Downs Syndrome 
alongside their families. The Youngest Christy has received valuable and life-changing 
weekly private speech and language therapy every week through the charity. Downs 
Syndrome Oxford set a challenge to all its members to do a #21 challenge of their choice 
and in doing so try and raise £21 each. The Christy girls have smashed it... so far they have 
raised a whopping £1155! Congratulations girls – outstanding. 
 
Celebration assembly yesterday was such fun and it was great to see the whole class groups 
enjoying each other’s achievements. 
Congratulations go to: 
50 CBGs: Arliyah H, Kaylum G, Logan S 
Silver badge: Jack H, Ronnie J, Edie L 
70 CBGs: Ilie A, Ella B, Ethan H, Levi V 
80 CBGs: Millie H 
Gold badge: Annie B, Freddie N, Oliver S 
100 CBGs: Ethan W, Evie Hu, Travis S 
110 CBGs: Isla T, Callum B 
Platinum badge: Benjamin T, Theo B, Ben G, Jacob J 
140 CBGs: Taylor H 
Book: Kayla B, Miles G, Bronson B 
160 CBGs: Amelie H 
190 CBGs: Freddie M-S 
 
Dylan R did amazingly well in Bloxham School's Cartoonist of the Year competition. Year 4 
and 5 pupils were asked to submit original cartoons with the theme of 'Make Me Laugh!'. 70 
entries were received, and Dylan achieved ‘Highly Commended’ for his entry.  
 
Three days left of term next week – we break up on Wednesday. We have got a couple of 
treats in store for the children on the last day of term thanks to the PTFA and Lorraine; every 
child deserves a treat so much. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend all. 
 
Hands, Face, Space.  
 

 
 
Ms Boswell 
 


