
                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 

 
Friday 16th October 2020 
 

Happy Friday all! 
 
The end of the seventh week of term is nigh and we are still going strong with one week left 
of term. It is testament to our children and staff that they are still standing and keeping going 
as it has been a long term in very different conditions and under restrictions that contradict 
everything that is The Grange. 
The daily grind of listening to the latest COVID19 updates is enough to send us all ‘round the 
bend and the reality of the impact of the virus is all too worrisome and painful for many. I am 
sure that you have heard or read in the local press that a few Banbury area schools have 
been hit by the virus and have partially or fully closed. The net is closing in, but I am hellbent 
on keeping us all safe and protected as much as possible.  
As you know, we cannot do that single-handedly at school and now more than ever, I am 
totally and utterly reliant on you all to ensure that we keep this virus out of our school. That is 
why I am asking you now to batten down the hatches so to speak. I am sure that I am not 
the only one in our community who is confused nay fed-up by the forever-changing rules 
and guidelines from government but it is my duty to make sure that we all do everything in 
our power to stay open and keep everyone well and virus-free. 
 
Take a look at this latest sobering data from OCC:  
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You can see that Cherwell is high and that the weekly rate alert status has gone from amber 
to red. With this in mind, I am asking you all to be mindful and adhere to social distancing as 
much as possible. In the Oxfordshire Head teacher meeting this week, the words “COVID 
thrives on human contact” used by the Head of Oxon Public Health, sent chills down my 
spine. 
10 -19 year olds are showing higher rates of infection and transmission with 16+ year olds 
showing greater increases in cases. 
I implore you to do everything in your power to minimise contact with others outside your 
household at this time.  
 
We are in Tier 1 (medium) at the moment: 

• The “rule of six” applies, meaning socialising in groups larger than six people is 
prohibited whether indoors or outdoors. Try your best to keep this limited. 

• Tradespeople can continue to go into a household for work and are not counted as 
being part of the six-person limit. This is the time of year when your boiler is going to 
play up; ensure that tradespeople wear facemasks and sanitise – keep away from 
them. 

• Businesses and venues can continue to operate but pubs and restaurants must 
ensure customers only consume food and drink while seated, and close between 
10pm and 5am. 

• Takeaway food can continue to be sold after 10pm if ordered by phone or online. 
• Schools and universities remain open. I am determined that we will not lose school 

time… 
• Places of worship remain open, but people must not mingle in a group of more than 

six. 
• Weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on the number of people who 

can attend (15 and 30 respectively). 
• Exercise classes and organised sport can continue to take place outdoors, and – if 

the rule of six is followed – indoors. 

Unlike the first wave, I am hearing of many, many more cases close to ‘home’. COVID19 is far 
more tangible this second wave and I fear that it is going to go on for a long time. OCC has 
told me that schools will remain open throughout the second wave – for all pupils. If that is 
the case, we have got to rely on your vigilance and adherence as well as you making your 
own decisions on how to tackle this pandemic because the leadership from government is 
chaotic, ever-changing and quite-frankly; too little too late. 
You will see that the NHS is starting to become overwhelmed again – back to square one, so 
it is incumbent upon us to take control ourselves and limit transmission by doing what we 
know worked back in March, April, May and June. 
I know only too well, that this can drag down one’s spirit and feels like another massive 
mountain to climb but we have not got a choice. If we want this school to remain safe, 
healthy, and open, then we must all collectively do everything in our power to make it so. 
You have been incredibly supportive in every respect and I know that it has not been easy 
on you. The challenge of not being able to see your class teachers properly and wearing the 
masks have been testing but we are keeping the virus at bay and that is what is so important 
at present. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: During the weeks beginning 9th November and 16th November, we will be 
running phone call-parent-evenings which will be 10 minutes long. From next Thursday, you 
will be able to book the parent evening phone call with your class teacher through the 
online parent evening system. You will receive a ParentHub message from the office to let 
you know that the booking system is live. Your teacher is looking forward to catching up with 
you all. 



                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
2 CLEANERS WANTED: Magda, one of our cleaners is heading off to pastures new at the end 
of the month so I am looking for two cleaning-beasts who can help to keep us COVID-free.  
To start as soon as possible. 3.45pm – 6.15pm on Monday - Friday 
Term time & Holiday cleaning  
With some flexibility with hours 
Pay scale – Grade 1, scale point 1 
£9.00 per hour 
If you are interested in the post, for an application form and job specification, please 
telephone the school office on 01295 257861 or e-mail office.2058@grange.oxon.sch.uk 
Only applications submitted on an OCC form can be accepted. 
 
ATTENDANCE: It is amazing yet again at 97.87% - brilliantly done everyone and thank you. 
 
Congratulations to our award and badge recipients this week; we have a great haul. 
 
10 CBGs: Dylan W, Fern B-T, Marnie S, Milan G, Maggie W, Charlotte-Rose B, Emily M, Laurel B, 
Seth P, Joel F, Noah O, Sammie McG, Lennon K 
Leah W, Arthur H, Joseph W, Felix B, Alma G, Jacob W. Sophie M 
40 CBGs: Arliyah H, Ewan S 
50 CBGs: Darcy B, Sophia K, Emmi M, Daisy S, Toby S, Huw S 
70 CBGs: Elliot D 
100 CBGs: Jessica B, Gemma S 
110 CBGs: Reuben P, Daisy Y 
Platinum: Samuel H, Jessica W 
140 CBGs: Bethany O, Benedict F 
Book - Mya R, Oliver M, Ollie McG 
160 CBGs: Lincoln R, Lukasz S 
170 CBGs: Ned O, Krissa J 
Amethyst: Jess S, Xanthe G 
190 CBGs: Abbie M-R 
200 CBGs: James S 
290 CBGs: Iris P 
 
 
That’s all for now folks. Have a brilliant weekend and thank you for your support, your daily 
smiles and for keeping our pups safe. 
 
Keeeeeeep dancing! (So excited!) 
 

 

Ms Boswell.  

 


