
                                                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 

 

4th March 2021 

 

Dear all, 

As you are likely aware, the government has announced that schools will reopen to all pupils 
on 8th March. We are very much looking forward to welcoming back all our pupils to face-
to-face education then – it has been a long time coming and we cannot wait to win back 
some sort of normality here. 

We want to thank you for your overwhelming engagement in the remote learning over the 
last term and a half. Our children have been a pleasure to teach online, and we cannot wait 
to share their home learning books on their return. Please can all children bring their home 
learning books, CGP books and borrowed laptops back to school on Monday 8th March in 
order to allow us time to quarantine them before using and sharing in school.  
  
It is now time to get geared up for the return to school on Monday 8th March. A lot has gone 
into the planning of what school will look like as COVID-19 and its restrictions are ongoing. I 
am delighted to say that some staff have received their first vaccines – music to my ears; 
keep them coming, that’s what I say! 
 
The purpose of this communication is to share the most up-to-date information with you. 
Please read it all because everything you need to know is in here and some things have 
changed (the red bits are the changes or most important information). Essentially, as of 
Monday, things will be the same as Term 1 and 2 – same restrictions, procedures and 
protocols. 
 
Attendance: From 8th March, school attendance will be mandatory and our usual rules on 
attendance will apply.  
 
As a reminder, your child should self-isolate and not come to school if they: 
• Have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive. 
• Live with someone who has symptoms or have tested positive. 
• Are a close contact of someone who has tested positive. 
 
In line with the latest government guidance, pupils who are clinically extremely vulnerable 
should not attend school. If your child is in this group, they should continue to learn from 
home until further notice. Please provide school with a copy of your child’s shielding letter if 
you have one. 
 
For pupils who are self-isolating or shielding, we will continue to provide remote learning 
provision through packs and live lessons. We will deliver this provision through the website 
(packs) and liaise with families individually about live lessons. 
 
Our aspiration is that school starts with a whimper rather than with a bang and we know the 
children are chomping at the bit to return. Terms 1 and 2 allowed us the opportunity to get 
our heads around restrictions and the organisation and  protocols put in place were 
successful.  

The Grange Community Primary 
School 
Avocet Way 
Banbury 
OXFORDSHIRE 
OX16 9YA 

 
T: 01295 257861 
 
E: 
office.2058@grange.oxon.sch.uk 



                                                                                                                                                  

Staff Update: As a result of new shielding guidance, we have staff members currently 
shielding – as a result, staff redeployment has been necessary: 
 

 Up until Easter, Cropredy Class (Year 2) will be led (in school) by Mr Duffy and Mrs 
Smith-Childs with Mrs Barratt holding virtual sessions with the children throughout the 
week – she will not be face to face teaching. Mrs Beer will continue to support the 
class. Mrs Barratt will be going on maternity leave at the end of term. I am delighted 
to announce that we have appointed a maternity cover teacher – I will write to you 
next week giving the details and transition plan. 

 
 Bodicote 2 Class (Foundation Stage) will be led by Mrs Rowe under Mrs Haselgrove’s 

overall leadership. Mrs I will continue to support the class with Mrs G holding virtual 
sessions with the children throughout the week.  

 
Housekeeping things:  
 All children must wear their school uniform to school – on PE days (which have been 

communicated to you on ParentHub), your child can wear their school PE kit       which 
must be in the correct school colours – no pinks, purples or football strips etc. School 
shoes must be worn in the school building. 

 Labelled water bottles are permitted and must go home every day for washing. 
 Wellies, outdoor shoes and waterproofs will be needed for all pupils – there will be A 

LOT of outdoor learning regardless of the weather. 
 If your child is upset or injured, we will of course comfort them – ‘We care for everyone  

and everything’ 

 Your child will be receiving home-learning as usual. This may be online using TEAMs or 
My Maths 

 We will take the temperature of a child who presents as unwell. 
 Please make sure that your child does not forget their school lunch – if he/she does 

and you must deliver it then a staff member will meet you at the school gate. 
 If your child is taken unwell at school, you must be available to pick up from school 

immediately.  
 

Breakfast Club and After school Club (WAC) will be closed until 19th April. Please 
make alternative arrangements for before and after school care.  
 

Safety measures: COVID 19 is still prevalent and we have to be just as vigilant now as we 
have been through the pandemic. Our priority of keeping everyone safe and COVID-free is 
still at the heart of our work. Any sign of a sniffle in a child – please ensure that you keep 
them away from school. 

 
We are expecting to see every child in school next week unless shielding or unwell. I want all 
parents to be confident and   comfortable with the return to school and trust that we will do 
everything in our power to keep things as safe as possible - we will do our utmost to avoid 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus. 
 
We will be taking the following protective measures to keep everyone safe: 

 
 You are not permitted into the school building unless for an emergency. The School 

Reception will be closed and you will not be permitted into classrooms. 
Communication will be done via phone, ParentHub, email and Microsoft Teams for 
the time being. 

 School staff will wear masks throughout the school day and whilst on school site 
 



                                                                                                                                                  

The School Day 
Start times: 
 Gates open from 08:30 until 08:45. Register closes at 09:00 
 Staff will be on the gate daily. 
 The one-way system will be in operation directing pupils and parents around the 

school site - this will follow the same route we used in Terms 1 and 2. 
 Classrooms will be open from 08:30 and pupils must enter classrooms immediately. 
 KS2 Children who have permission to walk to school on their own will be directed by 

an adult through the left-hand gate. 
 Only one parent/carer to accompany pupils onto the school site and parents/carers 

will be asked to wear a mask whilst on school site. No secondary aged siblings are 
permitted onto site to drop off or pick up 

 A member of staff will be on each door but unfortunately, our open-door policy 
continues to be withdrawn for now. Teachers will not be available to talk to parents – 
all communication must come through the school office. 

 IMPORTANT: Please stagger drop off and pick up to avoid queues 
 Parents who accompany their children onto the school site will queue along the 

walkway around the car park as for Terms 1 and 2. The top end of the overflow car 
park (by the field entrance gates) will also be cordoned off for queuing if necessary. 
Parents and children will enter the school site via pedestrian gate closest to the car 
park (on the right-hand side as you look at the school) and follow the one way system 
around the KS2 building, through the Foundation playground and across the back 
playground, dropping children off as they pass the classroom. Parents then follow the 
one-way system to exit through Chasewell and out via the pedestrian gate furthest 
from the car park. Parents will be encouraged to drop their children off and exit the 
school site as quickly as possible – you must not congregate in the school grounds. 

 Parents who use the car drop-off point will drop their children off as normal at the 
drop-off point. Pupils will enter the school site via the big double gate in the road and 
follow the one-way system around the KS2 building, entering their classroom 
immediately – staff will be at the drop-off point to assist. 

End of school day – TIME-KEEPING and PROMPTNESS BY SCHOOL AND YOU IS ESSENTIAL: 
 Gates open from 15:15 to 15:30 
 One-way system will be in operation directing pupils and parents around the school. 
 Only one parent/carer per family to enter the school site and parents/carers will be 

asked to wear a mask. 
 A member of staff will be on each door but unfortunately, our open-door policy has 

been withdrawn for now. Teachers will not be available to talk to parents – all 
communication must come through the school office. 

 Parents will queue along the walkway around the car park and follow the one-way 
system    around the KS2 building, into Foundation and across the back playground, 
collecting children as they pass the classroom - pupils will be lined up (outside where 
possible) ready to be collected as parents walk around the school. 

 Parents and pupils then follow the one-way system to exit through Chasewell and out 
via the pedestrian gate furthest from the car park. 

 Year 4 pupils with permission to walk home will exit via Miss Fowler’s classroom and 
follow the     one-way system out through the pedestrian gate furthest from the car park. 

 Y5/6 pupils with permission to walk home will be taken to the school entrance and will 
follow the one-way system out through the pedestrian gate furthest from the car park. 



                                                                                                                                                  

It is imperative that we get the children in and out of school as quickly as possible to 
maintain social distancing. Don’t forget that parents/carers/childminders must wear 
masks. 

Playtimes 
 Timings as follows: 

FS Ffree flow in Foundation Stage outdoor area 
KS1  10:30 – 10:50  back playground 
LKS2  10:15 – 10:35  front playground/field 
UKS2  10:35 – 11:00  front playground/field 
 

 Play equipment to be kept within phase bubbles and cleaned after every session 
 

Lunchtimes - If you haven’t booked school dinners on ParentPay for week beginning 8Th 
March, you need to send your child with a packed lunch all week. Reminder: deadline 
to book dinners on ParentPay is on Wednesday night for the following week. 

 
 Lunches will be eaten in classrooms. 
 Meals from the kitchen will be delivered to children 
 Timings as follows: 

FS  12:00 – 13:15 
KS1  12:00 – 13:15 
LKS2  12:00 – 13:00 
UKS2  12:30 – 13:30 
 

Field to be split for LKS2/UKS2 cohort bubbles. When the weather is against us, LKS2 and 
UKS2 will have staggered lunchtimes on the playground. 

 

Assemblies: 
 All assemblies will be lead via TEAMs 
 Class assemblies will go ahead as usual in classroom bubbles 
 Friday celebration assembly via Microsoft Teams 

 

Use of hall: 
 Hall will be out of general use for term 4 but will be used for Foundation stage lunches.  
 All PE must be done outside (weather permitting) or in classrooms / community centre 

if necessary. 
 

Classroom husbandry 
 Children bring their lunch in a disposable bag if possible - daily cleaned (inside and 

out), anti-bac’d lunchboxes are permitted.  Staff to wipe down in classes own. 
 On PE days, children must wear their PE kit to school. Please do not bring PE kit bags in 

to school. 
 School uniform must be washed regularly – every day if possible.  
 School will provide a pencil case to each child – that will stay in school. 
 Books can go from school to home and vice versa. 
 School bags should be as small as possible with no additional toys or belongings 

coming to school 



                                                                                                                                                  

To reiterate: If there is a member of staff or pupil with suspected COVID-19 symptoms in 
school this is what will happen: 
 Current government guidance will be applied. 
 The school will engage fully with the NHS Test and Trace process and staff and parents 

understand and act on their obligations under NHS Test and Trace to get tested if 
they show symptoms of COVID-19 

 All staff complete lateral flow test twice a week with any positive results reported 
immediately.  

 Advice will be sought from the local public health protection team and acted on 
according to the result of the test. If the test is positive this may mean sending other 
pupils in the bubble home to isolate together with staff members who may have 
been in close contact as defined in the latest government guidance (families of 
staff/pupils without symptoms do not need to self-isolate unless the staff 
member/pupil develops symptoms). 

 Procedures are in place to ensure that staff, pupils or visitors do not enter the school if: 
they have COVID-19 symptoms/ live with someone who has COVID-19 symptoms /  
have been told to self-isolate by a healthcare professional until is safe to do so 
according to the latest government guidance. 

 Any staff/pupils who become unwell at school must be isolated immediately and sent 
home as soon as possible with arrangements made for them to take a test under NHS 
Test and Trace. 

 A room and separate toilet have been designated to accommodate any suspected 
case whilst they are waiting to be collected. Additional spaces have been identified 
in the event of multiple simultaneous cases arising. 

 Arrangements are in place for staff supervision of any pupil displaying COVID-19 
symptoms (2m distancing should be observed and where this is not possible, they 
should wear suitable PPE). 

 Staff and pupil absence related to COVID-19 is monitored and carefully tracked so 
that no pupils or staff are accepted back into school before the incubation timeline 
has elapsed as set out in the latest government guidance. 

 Arrangements are in place to notify the Local Authority of any pupils or staff who test 
positive for COVID-19. 

 Pupils suspected of having COVID-19 will be sent home until confirmation of a test 
result under NHS Test and Trace is received and advice is received from the local 
health protection team. 

Staff and Pupil Safety 
 

We have staff who are shielding and I continue to take the health and well-being of 
them and the rest of my whole staff team very seriously. Lateral Flow Tests will be taken 
by staff twice weekly on Thursday and Sunday evenings.  
 
From 1 March 2021, if you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support 
bubble of staff or a pupil you can get a twice-weekly test: 

• through your employer if they offer testing to employees 
• at a local test site 
• by collecting a home test kit from a test site 
• by ordering a home test kit online 

Get a test through your employer: your workplace may offer rapid lateral flow testing to 
you. Contact your employer to find out more. 



                                                                                                                                                  

Please, please, please; 
 Mask-up to queue to come onto the school site and when you are on the school site 

as well as in the car park; 
 Be prompt and avoid hanging around talking to friends on the school site and in the 

car park. 
  
 It is widely known that children are super-spreaders so you must be dedicated to 

protect vulnerable adults in your family and neighbourhood and most importantly 
adults in school. 

Finally 
 Don’t forget packed lunches in a labelled disposable bag or daily cleaned (inside 

and out), anti-bac’d lunchbox 
 Medication: send in with your child who must hand it into an adult on entry into 

school. Please email school about any medication details that have changed. 
 Try to remember everything for morning drop-off so that you do not have to return to 

school. 
 Avoid public transport including taxis. 
 Name everything – no lost property will be stored at school from now on. 

 

What your child will experience at school: 
 A one-way system through the school. 
 Social distance markers for lining up/queuing. 
 Lots of washing and sanitising hands. 
 Children are split up into 'bubbles' that don't mix. 
 Virtual assemblies over video calls. 
 The classroom is a little more spread out. 
 Each child has their own pens, pencils etc., that aren't shared. 
 Extra cleaning, including any toys/resources that the children use. 
 Fun new games that help them to learn social distancing. 
 New ways of saying 'good morning' and 'goodbye'! 
 Not so much ‘cwtching’ but lots of smiling and saying ‘Hello’ 

Lockdown has been a challenging period for all of us, and we’d like to thank you for your 
continuing support during this difficult and uncertain time. If you or your child have any 
concerns regarding the return to school, or if you think your child might need extra support 
when they return, please get in touch with school via the school telephone and/or email. 
You can contact Mrs Duffy (Children and Families Officer) directly on 07767473941. 
 

We would also like to thank you for all your support in helping your child learn from home. 
You have done an outstanding job – unbelievable efforts from everyone. Now, our priority is 
getting the troops back and settling them in quickly and efficiently so that the status quo 
returns, and that well-being and mental health is strong. If they are like they were in 
September, we are onto a winner. 
 
Going forward, we will continue to keep in touch if we update our plans or if we need to 
make changes due to new government guidance. 

We know that people are still being infected by COVID and that it is very much still a threat. 
About 1 in 3 people with coronavirus do not have symptoms but can still pass it on to others. 
Regular testing of people without symptoms is important to help stop the virus spreading and 
protect your loved ones. As lockdown restrictions gradually ease, we all need to play our 



                                                                                                                                                  

part to help protect each other. We must all collectively work to keep it away from school to 
ensure good health and uninterrupted learning for our children.  

The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are still the recent onset of any of the following: 
• a new continuous cough 
• a high temperature 
• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, arrange to have a PCR test if you have not already had one. 
Stay at home while you are waiting for a home self-sampling kit, a test site appointment or a test 
result. Do not use the rapid lateral flow testing service as this is only for people without symptoms. 
 
One last thing: standards will be as high as ever and The Grange Way will be expected 
immediately: we have a lot of work to get done – all of us and we promise to do everything 
in our power to keep everyone well and safe. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you at the school gate on Monday 8th March.  
 

 
 
Ms Boswell x 
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